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In th e Cl a i m s 

// // /// / / 

j Please cancel claims 1-11, 29-36, 38-52, 59-79, 81-82, and 91- 
113 without prejudice and with right of re-entry into this 
application or any other appropriate application. 

jiff/////// 

/ Please am^ffd claims 3,2-14, 16, 17, 19, 21, 23-25, 27, 37, 53- 
55, 57, 58, si), 83-84, 87 and 89 as follows: 



Jl^ . (Amended) A garment blank subassembly [as in Claim 2, 



including a] hav i ng a f ron t b ody portio n, ' a b ac k b ody portion, and 
a crotcA intermediate of and extending from the front body portion 
to the ftack bo dy portion and between a pair of leg openings in a 

garment \to be assembled from the garment blank subassembly. the 

front body portion having first and second front leg edge portions 
along the\leg openings, a front end opposite the first and second 

front leg tedge portions, and first and second front sides, the back 

body portion having first and second back leg edge portions along 

the leg op^tjbgs, a back end opposite the first and second back leg 
edge porticftjy. and first and second back sides, the crotch having 

first and^tjfeco nd crotch edg e portions on opposing sides thereof 

along the lfeg openings the garment blank subassembly having a 

length extending between the front and back ends, a width extending 
between the mrst and second sides, and a longitudinal centerline 

between the flirst and second front and back sides. each of the 

first and seccrrid back leg edge portions having an angular portion 
extending gene rally alo ng a line forming an acute angle with the 
longitudinal canterline, the garment blank subassembly, when laid 
out flat, comprising; ' 

(a) a first layer, extending f r om t he first end through 

the crfrtch to the second end: 
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^a first elastic attached lq the £irat layer, and 

'^exte n d i n g fro m a fir s t lo cus adj acent the fir st backside , 
ks a first section of the first elastic f along the width 

of the garment blank subassembly, toward the front end at 

An acute angle with the longitudinal centerline and 

generally foll o wing the fir st b ack leg edg e p ortion 

tjpward the crotch, as a second section of the first 

elastic acro ss th e cro tc h , an d a s a t hird s ec tion of the 

first elastic away from the first end at an acute angle 
wilth the longitudinal centerline and g enerally following 

the second back leg edge portion, to a second locus 

adjacent the second back side, the first and third 

sections of the first elastic being stretched and the 
second sec tion of the fir st ela s tic being sub st an ti ally 
related when the garment blank subassembly is laid out 

[third] elastic attached in said garment 
blank! subassembly [to at least one of the first and 
secona layers] along the first crotch edge portion and a 
third [fourth] elastic attached in said garment blank 
subassembly [to at least one of the first and second 
layers 




7 



along the second crotch edge portion. 



13. (Amended) A garment blank subassembly as in Claim 12[,] 
wherein the second and third [and fourth] elastics are stretched 
when the garment plank subassembly is laid out flat. 



14. (Amended)l A garment blank subassembly as in Claim 13, the 
first and third sections of the first elastic comprising [comprises 
additionally] arcuate portions, each arcuate portion having a first 
end disposed [connecting] at the end of the respective first 
angular portion and a second end disposed at the joinder of 
[connecting] the respective back leg edge portion with [to] the 
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respective first and second crotch edge portions, and wherein the 
section of the first elastic extends across the crotch 




the second ends of the first arcuate portions. 7 

^ ' 



t 6. (Amended) A garment blank subassembly [as in Claim 1, 
Including] havi ng a front b ody portion, a back body portion, and a 
crotch! intermediate of and extending from the front body portion to 
the ba&k body portion and between a pair of leg openings in a 
garment! to be assembled from the garment blank subassembly. the 

front bc o y porti o n havin g first and second front leg edge portions 

along thk leg openings, a front end opposite the first and second 

front l ea edg e portion s, and first and second front sides, the back 

body portYLon having first and second back leg edge portions along 
the leg openings, a back end opposite the first and second back leg 
edge portibns. and first and se cond back sides, the crotch having 
firs t and sec ond cro tch edg e portion s on op posing sides thereof 

along the Vefa openings. the garment blank subassembly having a 

le n g th extew/ng between the front and ba c k en ds, a width extending 

between the/first and second sides, and a longitudinal centerline 

be tween the first and s econ d front and back sides r each of the 

first and second back leg edge portions having an angular portion 

extending generally along a line forming an acute angle with the 

longitudinal centerline r the garment blank subassembly r when laid 
out flat, comprising: 



(a) a firAt layer, extending from the first end through 

the crotch to the second end; 



(b) a £ irsA elastic attached the first — layer, — and 

extending from a first locus adjacent the first back 

side, as\a first section of the first elastic, along the 

width of the garment blank subassembly, toward the front 

end at am acute angle with the longitudinal centerline 

and generally following t he first back leg edge portion 
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towai 


d the crotch, as a second section of the first 


elast 


i_c across the crotch, and as a third section of the 


first 


elastic away from the first end at an acute anale 


with 


:he longitudinal centerline and generally following 


the £ 


econd back leg edge portion, to a second locus 


adjac 


;nt the second back side; and 



(c) a second elastic extending from a third locus adjacent 
the filrst front side, as a first section of the second 
elastic, along the width of the garment blank subassembly 
and generally following the first front leg edge toward 
the crLtch, as a second section of the second elastic 
across Awe crotch, and as a third section of the second 
elasticl/along and generally following the second front 
leg edge portion to a fourth locus adjacent the second 
front sine. 



PJ 



00 



■3 



the first and third! sections of the second elastic being stretched 
and the second secriion of the second elastic being substantially 
relaxed when /the garmen t blank assembly is laid out flat. 




17. (Amended) A garment blank subassembly as in Claim 16, and 
including a third \ elastic attached in said garment blank 
subassembly [to at least one of the first and second layers] along 
the first crotch edge portion and a fourth elastic attached in said 
g arment blank s u b assembly [to at least one of the first and second 
layers] along the seconffl crotch edge portio n, said third and fourth 
elastics extending in A direction generally corresponding to the 
direction of the longitudinal centerline. 





\9^. (Amended) A garment blank subassembly as in Claim 
18 [, (rf\iU ,wherein the first and third sections of the first elastic 
comprise / [comprises additionally] first arcuate portions, each 
said_fifest arcuate portion having a first end attache d in said 
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garment bLank subassembly [connecting] at the end of the respective 
first angiALar portion and a second end attached in said garment 
blank subassembly at the joinder of [connecting] the respective 
back leg eqae portion with [to] the respective first and second 
crotch edge \port ions, and wherein the second section of the first 
elastic extCTids across the crotch between the second ends of the 
first arcuate portions r and 

[(b)] whip fie in the first and third sections of the second 
elastic compridd^ icomprises additionally] second arcuate portions, 
each said secfcftfl arcuate portion having a first end attached in 
s aid garm ent blank s u ba sse mbly [connecting] at the end of the 
respective first \essentially perpendicular portion and a second end 

attached in saifl garment blank subassembly at the joinder of 

[connecting] the \respective front leg edge portion with [to] the 
respective first and second crotch edge portions, and wherein the 
second section of \ the second elastic extends across the crotch 
between the second \en ds of the second arcuate portions, ^ 



2^L: (Amended) A garment blank subassembly [as in Claim 2, 
comprising additionally] having a front body portion, a back body 
portion, and a crotch intermediate of and extending from the front 
body portion to the back body portion and between a pair of leg 

openings in a garment to be a sse mble d from the garment blank 

subassembly, the front body portion having first and second front 
leg edge portions along the leg openings, a front end opposite the 
first and second front leg edge portions, and first and second 

front si des, th e back body portion having first and second back leg 
edge portions along the leg openings, a back end opposite the first 
and second back leg edge portion s, and first and second back sides, 
the crotch having first and second crotch edge portions on opposing 
sides thereof along the leg open ings, t he garme nt blank subassembly 

having a length extending between the front and back ends, a width 

extending between the first and second sides, and a longit ud inal 
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centerline hpt-wsm the fi rst and Rfir.ond front and back sides, each 
of the first and second back leg edge portions having an angular 
portion extending generally along a line forming an acute angle 
with the longitudinal c enterline, the garment blank subassembly. 
when lai d out flat, comprising: 



(a) a first layer, extending from the first end through the 
crotch to the second end: 

ihl a first elastic attached £n the first layer, and 

extending from a first locus adjacent the first back 
side, as a first section of the first elastic, along the 

width of the garment blank subassembly, toward the front 

end at an acute angle with the longitudinal centerline 
and generally following the first back leg edge portion 
toward the crotch. as a second section of the first 

elastic across the crotch, and as a third section of the 
first elastic away from the first end at an acute angle 
with the longitudinal centerline and generally following 

the second back leg edge portion. to a second lQCUS 

adjacent the second back side. the first and third 

sections of the first elastic being stretched and the 
second section of the first elastic heing substantially 
relaxed when the garment b lank subassembly is laid out 
flat? and 

(c) a second layer, the first and^ thi rd sections of the first 
elastic being disposed between [a ttached to at leas t one 
of] the first and second layers. \, 



2jS_2> (Amended) A garment blank subassembly as in Claim 22yZ »th.e 
first and third sections of the first elastic being secured between 
the first and second layers, the second section of the first 
elastic being disposed in the unsecured space ./* ■ 
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In Claim 24, at line 1, please delete "wherein". 

^ 



2p & (Amended) A garment blank subassembly as in Claim ^£^[24], 
the second section of the first elastic being attached to at least 
one of the first and second layers, and including a third elastic 
attached in said garment blank subassembly [to at least one of the 
first and second layers] along the first crotch edge portion and a 
fourth elastic attached in said garment blank subassembly [to at 
least one of the first and second layers] along the second crotch 

edge portio n, said third and fourth elastics extending in a 

directio n generally corresponding £q the direction Of the 



longitudinal centerline^j 



J 2^1 ff (Amended) A garment blank subassembly as in Claim 2J^^V t \ 

wherein the first and third sections of the first elastic comprise 
[comprises additionally] arcuate portions, each arcuate portion 
having a first end attached in sai d garment blank subassembly 
[connecting] at the end of the respective first angular portion and 
a second end attache d in sai d garment blank subassembly at the 
joinder of [connecting] the respective back leg edge portion with 
[to] the respective first and second crotch edge portions, and 
wherein the second section of the first elastic extends across the 
crotch between the second ends of the first arcuate portions. 



3p ff (Amended) A garment blank subassembly [as m Claim 1,] 

h aving a front body portion , a back body portion, and a crotch 

intermediate of and extending from the front body portion to the 
b ack bo dy portion and b e tween a pair of leg openings in a garment 
to be assembled from the garment blank subassembly, the front body 
portion having first and second front leg edge portions along the 
leg openings, a front end opposite the first and second front leg 
edge, portions, and £irst and second front sides. the back body 

portion having first and second back leg edge portions along the 

leg openings, a back end oppo site the first and second back leg 
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edge portions, and firs t, and second hark sides, thp crotch having 
first and second crotch edge portions on opposing sides thereof 
along the leg o penings, the garment blank subassembly having a 
length extending between the front and back ends , a width extending 
between the first and second sides, and a longitudinal centerline 

between the first and second front and back sides. each Of the 

first and second hack leg edge portions having an angular portion 
extending generally along a line forming an acute angle with the 
longitudinal centerline. the garment blank subassembly, when laid 
out flat, comprising: 

(a) a first layer, extending from the first end through 

the crotch to the second end and 

(b) a first elastic attached in said garment blank 

subassembly, and extending from a first locus adjacent 
the first back side, as a first section of the first- 
elastic, along the width of the garment blanK 

subassembly, toward the front end at an acute angle with 

the longitudinal centerline and generally following the 

first hack leg edge portion toward the crotch, as a 

second section of the first elastic across the crotch, 
and as a third section of the first elastic away from the 

first end at an acute angle with the. longitudinal 

centerline and generally following the second back leg 
edge po rtion, to a second locus adjacent the second back 
side . 




the second section of. the first elastic being severed in at least 
one location. 



(Amended) A garment blank subassembly [as in Claim 52,] 
,^ having a front body portion, a back body portion, and a crotch 

intermediate of and extending from the front body portion to the 
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back body portion and between a pais of leg openings in a garment 
to be a ss embled from the garment blank subassembly, the front body 

portion having first and second front leg edge portions along the 
leg openings, a front end opposite the first and second front lea 
edge portions. and first and second front sides. the back body 

p ort i on h av ing firs t and s eco nd back leg edge portions along the 
leg openings. a back end opposite the first and second back lea 

p ortion s, and fir st and s econ d ba c k sid es, the crotch having first 
and second crotch edge portions on opposing sides thereof along the 
le g op ening s , the g ar m en t blank subassembly having a length 

extending between the front and back ends. a width extending 

between the first and second sides, and a longitudinal centerline 

between the first and second front and back sides. each Of the 

first and s ec ond back le g edg e portio n s h av ing an ang ular portion 
extending generally along a line forming an acute angle with the 

longi t ud inal centerline, the g arm en t b lank subassembly, when laid 

out flat, comprising: 



fa) a first layer r extending from the first end through the 

crotch to the second end; 



( b) a first elastic extending from a first locus adjacent the 
first front side, as a first section of the first elastic, 

along the width of the garment blank subassembly and 

generally following the first front leg edge toward the 

crotch at an an gl e essentially perpendicular to the 

longitudinal centerline. as a second section of the first 
elastic across the crotch, and as a third section of the 
first elastic along and generally following the second 
front leg edge portion at an angle essentially 

perpendicular to the longitudinal centerline to a second 

locus adja cent the second front side; and 
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l£l a second layer, the first and third sections of the first 
elastic b eing at tac he d to at lea st one of the first and 

second layers. the second layer comprising a body side 

liner having a front layer element attached to the front 

portion of the first layer, and a back layer element 

attached to the front portion of the first layer, and 

including an unsecured space between the fxont la^er 

element and the back layer element, the second section of 
the first elastic being disposed in the unsecured space. 



5jA. n (Amended) A garment blank subassembly as in Claim 53 [,] 
wherein the second section of the first elastic is [being] attached 
to at least one of the first and second layers. 

SB. (Amended) A garment blank subassembly as in Claim yA, 
including a third elastic attached in said garment blank 
subassembly [to at least one of the first and second layers] along 
the first crotch edge portion and a fourth elastic attached in said 
garment blank subassembly [to at least one of the first and second 
layers] along the second crotch edge portion, said third and fourth 
elastics extending in a direction generally corresponding to the 

directio n of the longitudinal centerlin e. 




" ( *j (Amended) A garment blank subassembly as in Claim SJ&fithe 

first and third sections of the first elastic comprising [comprises 
additionally] first arcuate portions, each arcuate portion having 
a first end attached in said garment blank subassembly [connecting] 
at the end of the respective first essentially perpendicular 
portion and a second end connecting the respective front leg edge 
portion to the respective [first and second] crotch edge portion 
[portions] , and wherein the second section of the first elastic 
extends across the crotch between the second ends of the first 
arcuate portions. 
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5yBT. (Amended) A garment blank subassembly as m Claim ^ 
[57] , the second section of the first elastic being severed in at 



least one location^ 



(Amended) A garment blank subassembly [as in Claim 79,] 
having a front body portion, a back body portion, and a crotch 

intermediate of and extending from the front body portion to the 

b ack b o dy portion and b etween a pair of leg openings in a garment 

to be assembled from the garment blank subassembly, the front body 

p ortion havin g f irst and second front leg edge portions along the 

leg openings , a front end opposite the first and second front leg 

edge portions, and first and second front sides. the back body 

portion having first and second back leg edge portions along the 
leg openings, a back end opposite the first and second back leg 

edge portions, and first and second back sides, the crotch having 

first and second crotch edge portions on opposing sides thereof 
along the leg openings, the garment blank subassembly having a 
length extending between the front and back ends, a width extending 
between the first and second sides, and a longitudinal centerline 

between the first and second front an d back sides, each Of the 

first and second back leg edge portions having an angular portion 

extending generally along a line formi ng an acute angle with the 
longitudinal centerline. the garment blank subassembly, when laid 
out flat, comprising: 

(a) a first layer, extending from the first end through 

the crotch to the second end,* 

(b) a first elastic extending from a first locus adjacent the 
first back side f as a first section of the first elastic, 
along ^the width of the garment blank subassembly, — and 
generally following the first back leg edge portion toward 

the crotch, as a second section of the first elastic 

extensible acro ss the crotch, and as a third section of 
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the first elastic along and generally following the second 

back leg edge portion to a second locus adjacent £h£ 

second back side, the second section of the first elastic 

being substantially relaxed w he n the g arment blank 

subassembly is laid out flat? and 



(c) a second elastic extending from a third locus adjacent the 

first txonL side . as a first section of the second, 

elastic, along the width of the ga rment hi ank subassembly 
and generally following th e first front leg edge portion 

toward the crotch. as a second section of the second 

elastic extensible across th& crotch, and as a third 

section of the second elastic away from the first end and 
generally following the second back leg edge portion, to 
a fourth locus adjacent the second front side f the second 
section of the sec ond elastic being substantially relaxed 
when the garment hi ank subassembly is laid out flat. 



the second sections of the first and second elastics being severed 
in at least one" location/7 " 



2 



8fi . /^( Amended) A ga^fient blank subassembly as in Claim j^&/£[82] , 



the second section&^of the first and second elastics being disposed 
in the unsecuar^d space 



In Claim 84, at line 3, please delete "wherein" 



I — 

tyfAl (Amended) A garment blank subassembly as in Claim ^6 fid 

[(a)] the first section of the first elastic comprising 

[additionally] a first arcuate portion having a first end 

disposed [connecting] at the end of the first angular 

portion and a second end di spo s ed a t th e joinder of, 

[connecting] the back leg edge portion with [to] the 

first crotch edge portion^ 
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[(b)] the third section of the first elastic comprising 
[additionally] a second arcuate portion having a first 
end disposed [connecting] at the end of the second 
angular [essentially perpendicular angle] portion and a 
second end [connecting] disposed at the joinder of the 
back [front] leg edge portion with [to] the second crotch 
edge portion, and wherein the second section of the first 
elastic is extensible [extends] across the crotch between 
the second end of the first arcuate portion and the 
second end of the second arcuate portion^. 

[(c)] the first section of the second elastic comprising 
[additionally] a third arcuate portion having a first end 
disposed [connecting] at the end of the second angular 
portion and a second end disposed at the joinder of 
[connecting] the front [back] leg edge portion with [to] 
the first [second] crotch edge portion J _and 

[(d)] the third section of the second elastic comprising 
[additionally] a fourth arcuate portion having a first 
end disposed [connecting] at the end of the first 
essentially perpendicular angle portion and a second end 
disposed at the joinder of [connecting] the front leg 
edge portion with [to] the second [first] crotch edge 
portion, and wherein the second section of the first 
elastic is extensible [extends] across the crotch between 
the second end of the third arcuate portion and the 
second end of the fourth arcuate portion./ 



8j?AJ( Amended) A garment blank subassembly as in Claim Spf^z- 
including a third elastic attached in the garment blank subassembly 
[to at least one of the first and second layers] along the first 
crotch edge portion and a fourth elastic attached in the garment 




